Department of Agriculture
Di vi si on
H e JustinSnfith, DVM

Ani mal

Looking

back at

It goes without saying that 2020 has been unprecedented, and the Kansas Department of Agricul-
ture’s Division of Animal Health (KDA-DAH) has not been immune. Like most organizations
and businesses, KDA-DAH has leveraged the ability of our staff to work remotely. We were pre-
pared and able to accomplish this back in March rather seamlessly. Today, we have a core group
of staff who physically report to the KDA building, but most of the support staff and field staff are
working from their home offices. I don’t foresee this changing anytime soon.

KDA-DAH has responded to several different disease issues that haven’t impacted us in several
years. These range from a positive diagnosis of equine piroplasmosis, to our first case of chronic
wasting disease in a farmed cervid operation and a vesicular stomatitis virus (VSV) outbreak — a
disease that hasn’t been experienced in Kansas for at least the last 30 years.

Our ability to respond and effectively react to
such disease examples is highly dependent on
the assistance we receive from Kansas veteri-

narians, livestock operations and industry.

KDA-DAH would like to give a heartfelt
thank you to all our Kansas accredited veteri-
narians, particularly to those veterinarians
who were instrumental in dealing with VSV.
Their diligence in reporting suspicious signs,
assisting with sample collection and submis-
sion, and facilitating the client education and
communication was instrumental in effective-
ly managing this outbreak and preventing it
from becoming more impactful than it was.

We appreciate and thank you for all that you
do in helping us protect the health of our Kan-
sas livestock industries.
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https://agriculture.ks.gov/divisions-programs/division-of-animal-health
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Over 250 years ago, sheep owners noticed a condition where
sheep would aggressively scrape wool from themselves, lose
weight even though they continued to eat, then progressively
become weaker and eventually become recumbent and die.
Because of the characteristic scraping of wool, the disease be-
come known as scrapie.

Transmission of scrapie occurs through the spread of infected
placenta at the time a scrapie infected ewe (or doe) gives birth.
The animals normally infected are that ewe’s offspring and any
other lambs of the same age group which come into contact
with infected placental tissue.

For years, the control of scrapie was very difficult as there has
been no reliable live test for scrapie. Diagnosis is normally
made postmortem via the examination of lymphatic tissue and
brainstem. Collection of brainstems and lymphatic tissue at
slaughter plants remains the primary means of routine scrapie
surveillance, which has been a challenge as there are few plants
that kill adult sheep in the U.S. and even fewer that collect sam-
ples for scrapie surveillance.

Until recently, Kansas was required to collect 350 sheep sam-
ples/year to maintain their status with USDA as a scrapie con-
sistent state. This allowed Kansas producers to continue to
move sheep and goats interstate with minimal requirements
and restrictions. Kansas has struggled to meet this number eve-
ry year; only about 1/3 of the samples were collected each year
by KDA-DAH and USDA field staft from a small slaughter
plant in eastern Kansas. However, Kansas still relied heavily on
other states to help obtain the necessary numbers. Our persis-
tence finally paid off, though. Due to meeting sheep scrapie
sampling quotas in recent years, USDA’s Kansas sampling quo-
tas will be lowered moving forward. Starting in 2021, Kansas
must collect only 150 sheep samples per year to maintain their
consistent state status.
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KDA centralized its resources for COVID-19.
To access the information, visit:

www.agriculture.ks.gov/coronavirus . State of
Kansas COVID-19 Response and Recovery

information may be accessed at covid.ks.gov.
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Like many other programs and activities, the 2020 Foreign Ani-
mal Disease Exercise scheduled for December has been signifi-
cantly altered due to the challenges created by COVID-19.

The exercise, titled
Lighthouse, will now
be focused on the
COVID-19 response H T H O USE
and the agency’s

Continuity of Opera-

tions Plan (COOP). This exercise will be limited to only KDA
staff this year. We sincerely appreciate your continued support
of this exercise and we hope to be able to invite all our industry
partners back in December of 2021.

The 2020 vs. 2019 Animal Export Certificates graph
shows the number of Certificates of Veterinary Inspec-
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a I a-M @ h i L 5tion (CVT, health certificate) issued by month. It is inter-

esting to note that despite many changes in the 2020
economy due to Covid-19, CVI numbers increased every
month — except April and May — when comparing to

2019 CVI levels. Airil and Mai CVI numbers indeed

If you have items to add to the next issue or would like added to the newsletter distribution list, please email karaline.mayer@ks.gov.
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